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Individual Quiz

Instructions
• You have 75 minutes to complete this quiz
• Please write your answers in the appropriate box. Misplaced answers will be marked 

incorrect.
• There are two parts to this quiz.

◦ Part 1 – 100 general questions. These will form your score for the benefit of the 
placings.

◦ Part 2 – Tie breakers. These will only be used to determine placings in the event 
of a tie. If scores can still not be separated the 'nearest the pin' question will 
decide positions.

• Unless instructed otherwise, when giving a person's name the surname alone will be 
sufficient. An incorrect forename will cause an answer to be marked incorrect.

• This is not a test of spelling. If it is clear what you intend as your answer that is 
sufficient. However, if you inadvertently write a plausible alternative answer, that must 
be accepted as your answer.

• Write your scores in the space below. Ensure that the marker of your paper also 
signs to verify your score. Detach this slip and hand it in as instructed.

Celtic Nations Quizzing Championship 2013 – Individual Quiz

Competitor's Name:__________________________________________________

Country:____________________________________________________________

Marker's Name:______________________________________________________

PART 1 SCORE:_____________   PART 2 (TIE BREAK) SCORE:____________

Nearest the pin answer: __________________________



Celtic Nations Quizzing Championship 2013 – Individual Quiz

PART 1

1 Perhaps Carl Friedricksen could have 
driven this car to Paradise Falls. This 
Volkswagen car won the World Car of 
the Year for 2012 and had rebadged 
versions manufactured by Skoda and 
Seat. What is the car's name?  

UP

2 The Germans call it Skagerrakschlacht. By what name is the largest 
naval battle of the First World War known in the English speaking 
world?

Battle of JUTLAND

3 Among the few elements in the periodic table named after scientists, 
which radioactive element with the atomic number 96 is the only one to 
be named after a married couple?

CURIUM

4 The town of Pripyat was the closest urban conurbation to the site of 
which 1986 disaster?

CHERNOBYL nuclear 
disaster

5 Because of his reputation for chivalry, Dante lists him as one of the 
'virtuous pagans' residing in Limbo. By what name is Salah ad-Din 
Yusuf ibn Ayyub (1138-1193) better known in the Western World?

SALADIN

6 Together, the operas Einstein on the Beach (1976), Satyagraha (1979), 
and Akhnaten (1984) form the 'Portrait Trilogy' of which American 
composer?

Philip GLASS

7 Which United Nations office has been held by Louise Fréchette 
(1997-2006), Mark Malloch Brown (2006), Asha-Rose Migiro (2007-
2012) and Jan Eliasson (2012- present)?

DEPUTY SECRETARY-
GENERAL

8 According to Aristotle what kind of insects, of the order Lepidoptera, 
were made of mud and dirt?

BUTTERFLIES
(not moths)

9 Widely considered the world's safest, most cost-effective human 
spaceflight system (launch and re-entry), one of these space craft is 
always docked to the ISS as an emergency escape craft. With a name 
meaning “union” what is the name of these Russian/Soviet space 
craft used from 1966 to the present day?

SOYUZ

10 Avril Lavigne is engaged to Chad Kroeger, lead singer of which band? NICKELBACK
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11 Since a 1959 revolution this country has been 
ruled by only two people, who happen to be 
brothers. Which country?

CUBA

12 "There is no right life in the wrong one." claimed which Critical Theory 
philosopher in "Minima Moralia: Reflections From Damaged Life" 
(1951)?

Theodor ADORNO

13 Sumatran, Indian and Javan are Asian species of which mammal 
which also has two species present in Africa?

RHINOCEROUS

14 Olav V of Norway (1957-1991) and the last Greek King, Constantine II, 
were Olympic Gold medalists in which sport?

SAILING
(accept yachting)

15 Suvarnabhumi International Airport serves which capital city? BANGKOK

16 In the original 1969 novel he was born with the surname Andolini. In the 
film adaptation, Ellis Island staff mistake Andolini for his middle name 
and put his place of birth for his surname. Meaning lionheart, what was 
the surname given to this iconic character from literature and cinema?

CORLEONE

17 Robert Chesebrough of New York, owned a failing kerosene business 
when in 1879 he discovered a waxy residue that clung to oil rigs. What 
product still sold today was the result of this discovery? 

VASELINE

18 “Con los terroristas” are the first three words in the lyrics to which song 
by Baauer, that became part of a massive 2013 internet meme?

HARLEM SHAKE

19 What is the largest venomous animal in the world? It can only be 
found on some Indonesian islands, one of which gives it its name.

KOMODO DRAGON
or KOMODO MONITOR

20 Also known as the ischiadic nerve, what is the longest and widest 
nerve in the human body?

SCIATIC nerve

21 Part of the Quaternary period, we are currently living in which 
geological epoch?

HOLOCENE

22 Blarney Castle, home of the famous Blarney Stone is a tourist 
destination in which Irish county?

CORK
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23 She was a French photographer of 
Croatian origin, and a famous lover of 
PIcasso. Who served as the model for 
this painting entitled “The Weeping 
Woman”?

Dora MAAR

24 His best known song is “This Land Is Your Land” (recorded in 1944). 
Which American folk singer/songwriter (1912-1967) has been cited 
as a key influence on subsequent generations of political folk singers 
including Bob Dylan, Pete Seeger and Billy Bragg?

Woody GUTHRIE

25 Which masturbation device designed for use by women, consists of a 
saddle-like seat containing an electric motor, gearbox speed reducer, 
and mechanism connected to a rod that protrudes from a hole in the top 
centre? Its name can be found by dropping the third letter from the 
name of a mobile phone operating system mostly used by Nokia.

SYBIAN or SYBIAN 
SADDLE 

26 What somewhat misleading name is given to the 32 month long war 
between the USA and the British Empire that ended when the Treaty of 
Ghent was ratified by the US in February 1815?

WAR OF 1812

27 Of the many ancient Greek tragedies known to have been written, 
works survive intact from just three authors. With 18 tragedies including 
The Trojan Women and Andromache as well as the only surviving satyr 
play (Cyclops) which playwright has the most surviving works?

EURIPEDES

28 It doesn't jump from liana to liana like its literary namesake. The Tarzan 
Chameleon (Calumma Tarzan) was discovered in 2009 in the Tarzan 
Forest (also known as the Ampotaka Forest), near Tarzanville, on 
which large island?

MADAGASCAR

29 Who became the first Australian winner of the US Masters golf 
tournament in April 2013?

Adam SCOTT

30 Usually measured in Pascal-Second, the name of which physical 
property is derived for the Latin word for mistletoe?

VISCOSITY

31 Which Hindu pilgrimage is the world's largest religious gathering, with 
an estimated 80 million devotees attending in 2013? 

KUMBH MELA
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32 These creatures created by Tove Jansson 
have been filmed and televised many 
times. What is the name of these 
hippopotamus-like fairy tale 
creatures?

MOOMINS

33 It is the largest island in the Chagos Archipelego, part of the British 
Indian Ocean Territory. It has been leased out to the United States Navy 
since 1971 to serve as a large naval base, military air base, 
communications and space tracking facility. What is the name of this 
island located in the Indian Ocean, approximately 500 km south of the 
Maldives?

DIEGO GARCIA

34 A photochemical reaction is initiated by the absorption of energy in 
which form?

LIGHT

35 An inkatha is a tightly woven coil of grass placed on the head to allow 
the women of which African tribe to carry heavy loads? 

ZULU

36 Which Slav goddess of love and marriage shares her name with a car 
brand?

LADA

37 Which rap artist, real name Dwayne Michael Carter, perhaps 
surprisingly surpassed Elvis Presley's record of 108 Billboard Hot 100 
chart entries last year?

LIL WAYNE

38 The only kosher McDonald's restaurant outside of Israel is in which 
South American capital city, where the burgers are cooked in the 
local asado (barbecue) method?

ARGENTINA

39 When he donned goggles, a flying helmet and scarf he became a First 
World War air ace, and by wearing a pair of sunglasses he became Joe 
Cool. As a little league short stop he almost passed Babe Ruth on the 
career home run list. Which cartoon character had careers as varied 
as an Olympic figure skater, astronaut and author? 

SNOOPY

40 Canova's Three Graces, and Raeburn's portrait of the Reverend Robert  
Walker Skating on Duddingston Loch can be found in which British art 
gallery?

NATIONAL GALLERY 
OF SCOTLAND

41 Which Swedish author, famous for his thrillers about secret service 
agent "coq Rouge" Hamilton, was for five years a KGB agent? 

Jan GUILLOU
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42 This 16-year-old American gymnast 
won gold medals in both the individual 
and team all-around competitions at 
the London 2012 Olympics. She was 
the first African-American gymnast in 
Olympic history to become the 
individual all-around champion, and 
the first American gymnast to win gold 
in both the individual all-around and 
team competitions at the same 
Olympics. Who is she? 

Gabby or Gabrielle 
DOUGLAS

43 The Farnsworth House  (Plano, Illinois) is the ultimate example of the 
minimalist International Style. It is very simply comprised of glass 
windows, a roof, and a floor. Which German-American architect 
designed the Farnsworth House? 

Ludwig MIES VAN DER 
ROHE

(not just VAN DER 
ROHE)

44 In the guestbook at an Amsterdam museum in April this year, who was 
Justin Bieber referring to when he inadvisedly wrote: “xxxx was a 
great girl. Hopefully she would have been a belieber"?

Anne FRANK

45 With Bordeaux as the main city (prefecture or capital), this French 
department is the largest of metropolitan France in area. Which 
department shares its name with the estuary where the mouths of the 
Garonne and Dordogne rivers merge?

GIRONDE

46 Rolling Stone magazine included it as one of the 50 moments that 
changed rock and roll history. By what name do we better know the 
1969 music festival originally billed as “An Aquarian Exposition: 3 
Days of Peace and Music”?

WOODSTOCK

47 Gregory III was the last Roman Catholic Pope before Pope Francis not 
to be born in Europe. From which Mediterranean country did this 8th 
Century Pope come?

SYRIA

48 Also called sight-reading, what is the two-word Latin term meaning 'at 
first sight' is applied to a musical performance where the performer has 
not seen the score before?

PRIMA VISTA

49 The northernmost regions of Finland and Sweden are their country's 
largest and adjoin each other. What name is shared by these regions 
the traditional homeland of the Sami people?

LAPLAND

50 The Hague, Haffner, and Linz are titles given to symphonies by which 

18th century composer?

Wolfgang Amadeus 
MOZART
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51 Fans of prog rock will be familiar 
with the name of this piece of 
equipment. 

What name is given to this 
electrostatic generator named after 
its American inventor?

VAN DER GRAAFF 
GENERATOR

52 Which Slovenian female alpine skier broke the record for most points 
in a single season by winning the women's downhill at Garmisch-
Partenkirchen on 2nd of March, 2013? The previous record was held by 
Hermann Maier at 2000 points.

Tina MAZE

53 Which European country is the only country that borders two 
sovereign states that have square national flags?

ITALY
(Switzerland and Vatican are the 

bordering countries)

54 This comedian and actor is well known for playing  fictional characters 
known by their first names. Which actor played characters on film with 
the surnames Graham, Gehard and Sagdiyev?

Sacha BARON COHEN

55 James Watson was the second person to have his genome sequenced. 
Which polarizing American, then head of Celera Genomics and The 
Institute for Genomic Research (TIGR) was the first?

Craig VENTER

56 Which word completes the title of this song from the musical 
Avenue Q?    “The Internet is for _______”

PORN

57 Since 1903, with the exception of Andorra and Monaco each country 
with a land border with France has produced a winner of the Tour de 
France. The appropriately named Charly Gaul (1958) came from which 
country?

LUXEMBOURG

58 Sir Edward Lovett Pearce of Ireland, Inigo Jones of Wales, and Colen 
Campbell of Scotland were all leading exponents of which style of 

architecture named for a 16th Century Venetian architect?

PALLADIANISM (or 
NEO PALLADIANISM)

59 Born 130 years to the day after Emily Bronte, who in 1978 was the first 
woman to take a self-penned song to number 1 in the UK? 

Kate BUSH

60 What name is shared by one of the two Welsh rulers dubbed “the 
Great”, and his grandson, the last Prince of an independent Wales?

LLEWELLYN
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61 This is the logo of which French fashion house, 
founded in 1854?

LOUIS VUITTON

62 In geology, what name is given to the process  by which one tectonic 
plate moves under another tectonic plate and sinks into the mantle as 
the plates converge?

SUBDUCTION

63 The 20th June 1789 saw one of the key early events of the French 

Revolution. The members of the 3rd Estate of the Estates General 
when locked out of their meeting place found an alternative venue and 
swore an oath “not to separate...until the constitution of the Kingdom is 
established”. By what name, referencing their new meeting place, is 
this oath known?

TENNIS COURT OATH

64 In 2005, which small landlocked Asian country was the first in the 
world to ban smoking from all public places?

BHUTAN

65 Loops, whorls and arches are the three basic identifying 
characteristics of what?

FINGERPRINTS

66 Mark Chagall, Anna Pavolva and Igor Stravinsky were all at one time 
holders of which travel document introduced for stateless people in 
1921 in the wake of the Russian Revolution?

NANSEN PASSPORTS

67 The Nobel citation for this author reads "who with hallucinatory realism 
merges folk tales, history and the contemporary". In 2012, who became 
the second winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature from China? (a 
two word answer is required)

MO YAN
or GUAN MOYE

68 In the financial services sector, what term describes lending 
characterised by higher interest rates, poor quality collateral, and less 
favourable terms in order to compensate for a higher credit risk posed 
by the consumer?

SUB PRIME,  (also accept 
near-prime, non-prime or 
second-chance lending)

69 A police captain called Renault, and a bar owner called Ferrari are 
among the supporting characters in which classic 1942 movie?

CASABLANCA

70 Little is known for certain about Ri Sol-Ju, except that her name is 
almost certainly a pseudonym. According to basketball legend Dennis 
Rodman she has recently given birth to a daughter. Her official title is 
“his wife, Comrade Ri Sol Ju”. Who is her husband? (full name required)

KIM JONG UN
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71 This military alliance of “friendship, co-
operation and mutual assistance” which 
existed from 1956 -1991 was better known by 
what name?

WARSAW PACT

72 The Spanish card game Ombre is played by how many people? 3

73 Nicolas Maduro was Interim President from 5th March 2013, and since 

an election held on 14th April the President of which South American 
country?

VENEZUELA

74 The most illegally torrented (downloaded) tv series of 2012 was which 
HBO produced series based on books by George RR Martin?

GAME OF THRONES

75 The peace treaty that ended the War of the Austrian Succession was 
signed in 1748 in the westernmost city of Germany. Which city gives its 
name to the treaty?

AACHEN or AIX LA 
CHAPELLE

76 The "Epic of Manas" is the national epic poem of which Central Asian 
country? 

KYRGYZSTAN

77 Raclette is a semi-firm, cow's milk cheese from which country? SWITZERLAND

78 Fundació Joan Miró is a museum of Joan Miro's work situated on a hill 
overlooking which city?

BARCELONA

79 Only recently it was discovered that musicologist Remo Giazotto (1910-
1998) didn't "discover" a "Baroque" piece and rearrange it in the 1950s 
as "Adagio in G Minor for Strings and Organ" as he had claimed. 
Instead it was his own composition and was just marketed under an 
established artist's name. In a Monty Python sketch it was 
unsuccessfully used to counter the funniest joke in the world, and it was 
memorably used in the film Gallipoli (1981). However, most people still 
incorrectly believe it to be the most famous work of which 18th century 
composer?

Tomaso ALBINONI

80 Who became the youngest ever heavyweight world boxing 
champion when he defeated Trevor Burbick in 1986?

Mike TYSON
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81 Differing by just the initial letter from a sentence that 
uses every letter of the alphabet at least once, what 
name is given to a Chinese dissection puzzle 
whose name means seven boards of skills?

TANGRAM

82 The precise location of Lunokhod1 was unknown for 40 years. 
Nonetheless in 1993 it was auctioned for $68,500. In the twenty years 
since the sale, this vehicle has not moved. Where is its current 
location?

The MOON

83 First formulated in 1835 but not published until 1867, this physics law is 
named after a German scientist. The law relates to the distribution of 
electric charge to the resulting electric field and is one of the four 
Maxwell's Equations which form the basis of classical electrodynamics. 
Which law?

GAUSS'S LAW or 
GAUSS'S FLUX 

THEORUM

84 This phrase in Latin was uttered by Pontius Pilate at the trial of Christ 
when he presented a scourged Jesus Christ, bound and crowned with 
thorns to a hostile crowd shortly before his Crucifixion. The title of a 
Caravaggio painting, this phrase is also used in the title of the last 
original book written by philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche before his final 
years of insanity. Which Latin phrase means “behold the man”?

ECCE HOMO

85 Instead of haemoglobin, molluscs and some crustaceans use 
haemocyanin to carry oxygen in their blood. As a consequence their 
oxygenated blood is what colour? 

BLUE

86 Which body of water in South America is the world's highest navigable 
lake?

LAKE TITIKAKA

87 In which US tv quiz show, hosted since 1984 by Alex Trebek, are 
contestants given the answer and asked to provide the question?

JEOPARDY!

88 Used in the Georgi Markov assassination, and contaminating a letter 
received by President Obama on 17 April 2013, which highly toxic 
protein is found in the seeds of the castor oil plant? 

RICIN

89 As composers of movie soundtracks and incidental music they have 87 
Oscar nominations between them, the most recent being for the score 
for Skyfall. What is the family name of the composers with the 
forenames Alfred, Lionel, Emil, Thomas, David and Randy?

NEWMAN
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90

This Google doodle, seen online on 15th April 2013, celebrated 
the 306th anniversary of the birth of which Swiss 
mathematician?

Leonhard EULER

91 “Princess Mononoke” (1997),and  “Howl's Moving Castle” (2004) are 
among the most famous anime films of which studio, whose 2001 film 
“Spirited Away” is the only traditionally animated film to have won the 
Best Animated Feature Oscar?

STUDIO GHIBLI

92 Which chemical element, the fourth most abundant on Earth, occurs 
naturally in dolomite, serpentine and sea water?

MAGNESIUM

93 Obsession and Eternity are among the fragrances of which fashion 
house?

CALVIN KLEIN

94 Charles, Duke and Prince of the Franks, earned which cognomen 
meaning “hammer” after he defeated the army of the invading Umayyad 
army at the Battle of Tours in 732AD?

MARTEL

95 Which Australian athlete is the only Olympian, male or female, to 
have won a personal gold medal in all three individual sprint running 
events: 100 meters; 200 metres; and 400 metres?

Elizabeth “Betty” 
CUTHBERT

96 In 2013 Jennifer Lawrence became the second youngest winner of the 
Oscar for Best Actress in a Leading Role  for her performance in which 
film?

SILVER LININGS 
PLAYBOOK

97 This artist's only surviving townscapes are of his home town, Delft. He 
is better known for domestic scenes including  The Milkmaid (c1658), 
The Lacemaker (c1670) and Woman in Blue Reading a Letter (c1664). 
However it is for a portrait that he is now best known. Who was this 
Dutch Golden Age painter (1632-1675)? 

Jan (or Johannes) 
VERMEER

98 As a dance form it is influenced by salsa and samba-rock. What is the 
name of the genre of music and dance from North-Eastern Brazil that 

FORRO
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has three rhythms: Xote, Baião and Arrasta-pé?

99 Her work A Winter in Majorca described the time she spent with her 
lover Frederic Chopin in 1838/9. By what pseudonym was French 
author Amantine Lucile Aurore Dupin better known?  

George SAND

100 Paintings by a previously unknown British artist called Lewis Todd 
fetched £45,000 at auction in March 2013, after it was discovered they 
have fragments of works by which famous figurative painter (1909-
1992) on the reverse?

Francis BACON

PART 2 – TIEBREAKERS

1 Emma Hamilton, the mistress of Lord Nelson has had several films 
made about her life. In 1941 'That Hamilton Woman' was released, who 
played Lady Hamilton? 

Vivien LEIGH

2 Meaning "leaderless" or "disorderly", which name that is not unfamiliar 
to Captain Archibald Haddock and readers of the Adventures of Tintin, 
was used for an irregular soldier of the Ottoman army particularly 
noted for their lack of discipline?

BASHI-BAZOUK or 
bashibazouk

3 Which Croatian lake area is the oldest national park in Southeast 
Europe and attracts more than 1,200,000 visitors per year?

PLITVICE Lakes

4 A kamon or mondokoro is a Japanese 
emblem used to decorate and identify 
an individual or family, similar to coats 
of arms in European heraldry. The 
picture shows the kamon of the 
founder (and used as the logo) of 
which Japanese food company?

KIKKOMAN Corporation

PTO
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5 Of Palestinian origin she relocated to London in 1975 to become the 
most famous video and installation artist from the Middle East. Who is 
this woman who in recent years has been awarded the Käthe Kollwitz 
prize and the prestigious Joan Miro Award?

Mona HATOUM

6 Seattle rapper Ben Haggerty had a 2012 US #2 album with "The Heist" 
under which name?

MACKLEMORE

7 He was the longest-serving President of 
Finland (1956-1982) and was one of the 
main architects of Finnish neutrality under 
which Finland retained its independence 
while maintaining good relationships with 
both East and West. His power reached 
its zenith in 1975 when he hosted the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (CSCE). Who was he?

Urho KEKKONEN

8 Patrick Chan won the figure skating world championships in 2011, 2012 
and 2013 for which country?

CANADA

9 Warfighter (released 2012) is the subtitle of the14th game in which first 
person shooter video game series that started in 1999 with the 
eponymous game?

MEDAL OF HONOR

10 Whats the name of China's first manned space program and its 
spacecraft?

SHENZOU

Nearest the pin tiebreaker: 

In what year did Mississippi ratify the the 13th Amendment to the American Constitution, 
becoming the final state to ratify the amendment? 

 _2013 – it ratified it in 1995 but did not complete the process by notifying the Office of the 
Federal Register until February 2013_________________________________________


