
MATCH ONE

ALL GREEK TO ME

At which naval battle in 480 BC did the Athenian-led Greek fleet decisively defeat the Persian 

armada? 

Salamis

Who was the Spartan commander who destroyed the Athenian navy at the battle of Aigospotami, 

the last significant engagement of the Peloponnesian War, in 405 BC?  

Lysander

Who was the Theban general who led his people to a decisive victory over the Spartans at the 

Battle of Leuctra in 371 BC?

Epaminondas

ANIMAL, MINERAL, VEGETABLE

Its name is derived from a German phrase meaning ‘a field of rock that does not contain ore’.

 Including albite and anorthite, which group of rock-forming minerals makes up 60% of the 

Earth’s crust?

Feldspar  

It is, along with the mugger and the saltwater, one of three crocodilians native to India.  Which 

critically endangered crocodile-like reptile is easily recognisable by its extremely long, narrow 

jaws?

Gharial or gavial

Which vegetable takes its name from the German for 'cabbage-turnip'?

Kohlrabi

BY THE SLEEPY LAGOON

Which island in the Venetian lagoon is known for its lacework and quaintly coloured houses?

Burano

Site of the titular ‘Death’ in Thomas Mann’s novella, which island in the Venetian lagoon is home 

to the Venice Film Festival and the Grand Hotel Des Bains? 

Lido di Venizia

Legend has it that Venice was founded by settlers fleeing which barbarian warlord?  A stone 

chair known as his ‘throne’ can be seen on Torcello, the oldest continuously populated island in 

the lagoon.

Attila the Hun



CUNNING LINGUISTS

Which Swiss linguist, the author of Course in General Linguistics,  is considered a founding 

father of semiotics and structural linguistics?  

Ferdinand de Saussure

Described as the "father of modern linguistics", which American linguist’s seminal works include 

Syntactic Structures and Aspects of the Theory of Syntax?  

Noam Chomsky

Which Faroese linguist is best known for his in-depth study and translation of the Norn language 

of Shetland?

Jakob Jakobsen

DWARF PLANETS

Which dwarf planet in our solar system is named after the Roman goddess of growing plants, the 

harvest and motherly love?

Ceres

What is the name of the only-known moon of the largest dwarf planet, Eris?

Dysnomia

At which observatory in Arizona did Clyde Tombaugh discover the dwarf planet Pluto in 1930?

Lowell Observatory

EURO-SNACKS

Said to taste like strong cheese smothered with ammonia, Hakarl is made from putrefied sleeper 

shark meat and is a delicacy of which country?

Iceland

Caponata, an oily salad of olives and aubergines, is the local speciality of

which Mediterranean island?

Sicily

Manchego is a famous Spanish cheese that can only be produced in which of the country’s 

autonomous regions?

Castile-La Mancha (prompt on Castile)



HEAVY METAL I

Rob Halford was the lead singer of which successful West-Midlands based heavy metal band for 

nearly 20 years?

Judas Priest

Which Canadian-American band, first successful in 1968, took their name from a novel by 

Hermann Hesse?

Steppenwolf

Which Californian band had a worldwide hit, also in 1968, with In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida?

Iron Butterfly

HEAVY METAL II

If osmium is considered the densest element, then which transition metal, with atomic number 

77, is regarded as the second densest element?

Iridium

Which transition metal, with atomic number 45, takes its name from the Greek word for ‘rose’?

Rhodium

Which element, with atomic number 109, takes is named in honour of one of the discoverers of 

protactinium?

Meitnerium

HER NAME IS RIO

Which famous geographical feature takes its name from the Portuguese for ‘hunchback’?

Corcovado

Inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro are popularly known by what name from a Tupi word meaning 

‘white man’s house’?

Carioca

The Dutch attempted to take Rio in 1599, an incident which gave its name to which of Rio’s

 suburbs, also the name of a football club that has won the Brazilian league title on 6 occasions?

Flamengo



INDIAN SECONDS

Which Indian cricketer was the second man, following Garry Sobers, to hit six sixes in one over 

in First Class cricket?

Ravi Shastri

Which Indian cricketer was the second man, following Sir Richard Hadlee, to take 400 wickets in 

Test cricket?

Kapil Dev

Which Indian cricketer was the second man, following Jim Laker, to take all 10 wickets in an 

innings in Test cricket?

Anil Kumble

JUDITH

In the Book of Judith, which Assyrian general does the eponymous character behead in order 

that Israel could launch an attack on the Assyrians? 

Holofernes

Judith Slaying Holofernes is the best-known work of which baroque painter born in Rome in 

1593?

Artemisia Gentileschi

Which 40-voice motet by Thomas Tallis is a musical setting of a text from the Book of Judith?

Spem in Alium

OPERA-TION 

Meaning precisely what you fear it might, Leck mich im Arsch is a canon in B-flat major written by 

which composer?

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Which Venetian librettist wrote the lyrics for Mozart's operas The Marriage of Figaro, Cosi fan 

tutte, and Don Giovanni?

Lorenzo da Ponte (accept his birth name of Emanuele Conegliano) 

Mozart’s The Magic Flute is an example of which form of German-language light opera 

characterized by spoken dialogue? 

Singspiel



PLEASE, MR. POSTMAN

What is the title of the famous epistolary novel published in 1782 by Choderlos de Laclos?

Les Liaisons Dangereuses

Which English dramatist adapted Les Liaisons Dangereuses for the stage in 1985?        

Christopher Hampton

Ryan Phillipe and Sarah Michelle Geller starred in which 1999 film based on Les Liaisons 

Dangereuses?  

Cruel Intentions

POP

It has been the market leader in the worldwide lemon soda category since 1978.  Which lemon-

lime flavoured soft drink was introduced by Coca-Cola in 1961 in response to the popularity of 7 

Up?

Sprite

Hit at various times since its creation in 1948 by unfounded claims that it reduces both testicle 

size and sperm count, which soft drink brand, owned by PepsiCo, takes its name from a 

colloquial term for moonshine whiskey?

Mountain Dew

Launched in France in 2002 as a means of aiding Palestinians by tapping into demand for 

alternative products in European countries, which cola brand is marketed as an Islamic-friendly 

alternative to U.S. brands such as Coca-Cola and Pepsi-Cola?

Mecca-Cola

SIMPSONS

A parody of Tom and Jerry, what is the name of the anthropomorphic and outrageously violent 

cat and mouse characters who star in Bart and Lisa Simpson’s favourite cartoon?

Itchy and Scratchy

A composite parody of certain members of the Kennedy family, who is the mayor of Springfield?

‘Diamond’ Joe Quimby

A parody of Arnold Schwarzenegger, what is the name of the Germanic actor, body builder, and 

Republican politician best known for starring in the McBain series of movies?

Rainier Luftwaffe Wolfcastle



WORLD CUP WINNERS

Which Barcelona player scored the goal that won the 2010 World Cup final for Spain?

Andres Iniesta

Which Nantes player scored the 3rd and winning goal for Argentina in the 1986 World Cup final?

Jorge Burruchaga

Which winger scored the 2nd and decisive goal against Brazil that won the 1950 World Cup for 

Uruguay?  He is the only member of Uruguay’s victorious team still alive today.

Alicedes Ghiggia



MATCH TWO

A PRINCE OF PASTA

Who directed the Dollars trilogy of Spaghetti westerns that starred Clint Eastwood as ‘the man 

with no name’?

Sergio Leone

Leone’s last western, starring James Coburn and Rod Steiger, had the original English title, 

Duck, You Sucker!  Under what title, recalling the first of the Dollars trilogy, was it re-released?

A Fistful of Dynamite (also known as Once Upon a Time...the Revolution)

When he died in 1989, Leone was working on a never-to-be-realised film about which historical 

event?

Siege of Leningrad

ANIMALS IN MYTH

What is the name of the Norse God Odin’s eight-legged horse upon which Hermóðr rides to Hel 

in order to offer a ransom for the return of Baldr in one of the best known stories from Norse 

myth?

Sleipnir

Often presented as tricksters, kitsune are a common subject of Japanese folklore depicted as 

intelligent beings in possession of magical abilities.  They take the form of which creature?

Fox

Inspiring the name of a 90s British rock band that reformed in 2009, which trickster from West 

African folklore takes the form of a spider with shape-shifting abilities?

Anansi

CRAZY CRITTERS

Also called the Jesus lizard, which species of lizard is the only vertebrate capable of walking, or 

rather running, on water?

Common Basilisk

Which order of animals contains the only vertebrates capable of regenerating limbs?

Caudata or Salamanders

Two species of which family are the only known eusocial mammals – that is they have a similar 

communal lifestyle to ants and bees, with a division of labour between reproductive and sterile 

individuals specialising in different roles?

Mole Rats or Blesmols or Bathyergidae



FLOWERS

The subject of a famous painting by Emanuel Leutze, which river did George Washington cross 

on Christmas night in 1776 marking a turning point in the American War of Independence?

Delaware  

According to Greek mythology, drinking from which river of the underworld caused complete 

forgetfulness?

Lethe

Designed by Norman Foster and Michel Virlogeux, the Millau Viaduct, the tallest vehicular bridge 

in the world, spans which tributary of the Garonne?

Tarn

FROM A FRENCH GARDEN

Charlotte Dujardin won two gold medals in the London 2012 Olympics in what discipline?

Dressage

What was the name of the character played by Jean Dujardin in The Artist?

George Valentin

Born in Amsterdam in 1622, Karel Dujardin was distinguished in what field?

Painting (prompt on art)

FUNDAMENTALS

What is the generic word for any fundamental particle, for example the electron, which is not 

subject to the strong nuclear force, but obeys the Pauli exclusion principle?

Lepton

The standard model of particle physics recognises 3 pairs of leptons.  One is the electron and 

electron neutrino; give either of the two Greek letters that designate the other pairs.

Mu or Tau

Quarks combine to form hadrons held together by the strong force.  What is the generic word for 

any particle, for example the pion, consisting of two quarks?

Meson



GOODBYE, AMERICA

Which was the last significant battle of the American War of Independence, seeing the British 

army under Lord Cornwallis surrender to George Washington’s Americans?

Yorktown

Who was British Prime Minister for most of the American War of Independence, being forced to 

resign after the defeat at Yorktown?

Lord Frederick North

The 1783 Treaty of Paris was signed for the Americans by Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and 

which man who later became the first Chief Justice of the United States?

John Jay

ISLANDS IN THE SUN

Which American singer had a hit with the theme song from the film Island in the Sun?            

Harry Belafonte

What is the common English name for the island group whose two largest islands are Unguja 

and Pemba? 

Zanzibar

Which overseas department of France is located in the Comoros archipelago?                        

Mayotte

LEONARDO

Housed at the Uffizi, The Baptism of Christ, is a famous painting created in the 1470s and 

attributed to Leonardo da Vinci and which other artist?

Andrea del Verrocchio

The Brazilian Footballer, Leonardo, played for and managed which Italian team?

AC Milan

The mathematician Leonardo da Pisa is better known by which pen name?

Fibonacci



NOVEL HISTORY

Which Italian writer had an international bestseller with his first novel, The Name of the Rose?

Umberto Eco

What is the English title of Eco’s third novel, concerning a man trapped on an abandoned ship 

moored in a harbour he believes to be on the International Date Line?

The Island of the Day Before

The title of Eco’s sixth and latest novel, about 19 th century anti-Semitism and the writing of the 

Protocols of the Elders of Zion, refers to the Jewish cemetery in which capital city?

Prague

PERCHANCE TO DREAM

Free Radio Europe was the first single, and Murmur the first album, of which American rock 

group?

R.E.M.

What do the initials REM stand for when referring to 17 chemical elements, including the group of 

15 named after element number 57?

Rare Earth Metals

Associated with dreaming, REM or rapid eye movement sleep is found in all mammals, apart 

from most members of which order of mammals, much loved by a certain Scottish quizzer?

Cetacea (prompt on ‘whales’ and/or ‘dolphins’)

PETER’S FRIENDS

Which Senegalese star recorded the track Shaking the Tree with Peter Gabriel in 1990?

Youssou N'Dour

What is the name of the record label founded by Peter Gabriel in 1989 largely in order to release 

music from artists featured at WOMAD?

Real World Records

In 2001, Gabriel recorded the vocals for When You're Falling with which world music collective?

 The video did not get much airtime after the attack on the World Trade Centre.

Afro-Celt Sound System



POPES

Everyone knows that St Peter was the first pope, but who was the second?

Linus

What papal name and number was taken by Nicholas Breakspear when he became the first and 

only English pope in 1194?

Adrian IV

Which pope commissioned the painting of the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo?

Julius II

ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS

Instantly recognisable as a result of its enormous glass pyramid and located on the shores of 

Lake Erie in downtown Cleveland, the Rock and Rock Hall of Fame Museum was designed by 

which internationally renowned architect?

I.M. Pei

From 2003 until 2009, USA Today was the best-selling American newspaper until it was 

overtaken by which New York-based paper?

Wall Street Journal

Said to be due to "a deep and abiding love of robots”, what is the stage-name used by the 

Scissor Sisters singer Ana Lynch?

Ana Matronic

STUPID CELEBRITY BABY NAMES

What were the stupid two forenames of Sly Stallone’s son, himself an actor and director, who 

was found dead in his studio in LA in July?

Sage Moonblood

What are the stupid two forenames of the only daughter of Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love?

Frances Bean

What stupid, Superman-inspired name did Nicholas Cage give to his son born in 2005?

Kal-El



TENNIS DOWN UNDER

Who won the Australian Tennis Open Men's title 5 times in succession from 1963 to 1967?

Roy Emerson

Who won the Women's title 7 times in succession from 1960 to 1966?

Margaret Court (or Margaret Smith)

The venue of the Australian Open is Melbourne Park. What was the name of this venue until 

1996 which might remind you of a Melbourne railway station?

Flinders Park


